10th Possible journal topics 
**Keep in mind, additions will have to be made from time to time so always check with a neighbor when you’re out to see if there’s anything you need to add.
**All journals should be written in your normal handwriting, filling up a normal page’s margins, and should be a full page addressing the complete topic in order to receive full credit.

A.  Gilgamesh/ Genesis  – Write 1 page discussing at least 3 examples of the archetype of opposites that appear in both works.  Then, explain their importance or relevance to both stories.  Also, discuss at least 3 symbols that are in both works and explain what they seem to represent or stand for in both.
B. Gilgamesh/ Genesis  – What aspects and beliefs concerning the happenings of life are different between the writers of Gilgamesh and Genesis?

C. Anthem Introduction – What does it mean to live from your perspective?  What does it mean to live from Ayn Rand’s perspective?
D. “Fisherman and the Jinnee” and Arabian Nights – What do the movie and the text teach about stories?  Which stories from the text also played a role in the movie?  Compare and contrast them.  What were your favorite parts of both?  Explain why.
E.  Anthem Journal 2 – Find a quote from the novel that represents each of the following philosophies.  Give the page number, first …last words of the quote, and discuss how each quote relates to the philosophy and what you think about each:   

Individualism – do what makes you happy for yourself

Collectivism – everything is for the group

Egoism – being yourself; motivated by yourself

Objectivism – striving for your own goals

F. Oedipus Introduction – Write 1 page discussing your own tragic flaws (character traits that may cause you to experience problems in your own life), times when you’ve suffered because of them, and your good character traits that help you throughout life as well.
G.  Origins unit review – From all of the origins literature we’ve read, what lessons did you learn that you can apply to your own life?  Give the specific lesson that was taught in the story using details from the text and explain how that lesson applies to your life.
H.  Jason and the Argonauts movie/Greek Theater – What was Jason’s goal in the movie and why?  What were some adventures he faced?  What did this movie teach you about ancient Greek and Roman religion & beliefs?  Give at least 3 examples.
I.  Oedipus Journal 2 – What was Oedipus’ ultimate tragic flaw?  How could he have prevented his fate?  Who else was to blame in the story?  When has there been a time in your life when you should have left well enough alone (left things as they were rather than continuing to try to change it), but found out the hard way because you didn’t?  
J. Night Journal 1—Explain how Elie uses imagery in his novel and the effect of the imagery he uses.  Provide 3 examples of imagery in the novel discussing their purpose for the audience.
K. Devil’s Arithmetic—What lessons did Hannah learn?  How do you think the movie provided a unique point of view?  Was the movie realistic?  How so?
L. Schindler’s List—What lessons does the movie teach about human nature?  From the historical representation in the movie, what should present generations learn and apply to governing their societies?
M. Night journal 2—Imagine that you had gone through the same experience that Elie depicts in  Night.  What would have been the worst parts of such an experience for you and what would you have gained?  What lessons did he learn from his experience?  Give three with examples.
N. Holocaust political articles—Both articles pose several questions and bring up important topics – give your answers, thoughts, and reflections on those that strike you as interesting or important.
O.  Night (standard) – What many different kinds of struggles does Elie go through as the deportations take place?  What would be the main struggles that you would have the hardest time with and why?
P. Things Fall Apart—“Where is the Love?” lyrics – Using your own lyrics from a song of your choice that is relevant, relate to a theme from the novel and explain how and why it relates in addition to the meaning of the lyrics.
Q. Antigone—Compare/contrast our government to the government represented in Antigone.  If you had to choose, which government would you prefer to live with?  If you were in Antigone’s place, how would you have responded?
R. Antigone/Cool Hand Luke – Which characters from the play was Luke similar to and how so?  What similar struggles, conflicts, and themes were represented in both?  What did Luke stand for (what did he try to have his life stand for?)
S. AQWF 1 – (p.12, 2nd paragraph and on) – Consider Paul’s argument about his school master, Kantorek, and other adults.  Explain what he’s saying and what it means to you.  Do you agree with him?  Why or why not?  Topic: adults and their roles in your life.
T. AQWF 2 – According to the novel, how does war empower petty, power-hungry men?  Himmelstoss is one example to discuss; what are other examples?  How do other characters cope with their forced subordination?
       W.  AQWF 3 – In what ways does the novel critique the romantic ideals of war, honor, and patriotism?  How might this critique extend to 21st century ideas of nationalism?
X.  Holocaust survivor videos  - Discuss how you feel about some of their memories and reflections and explain why.  What main messages do these survivors seem to be trying to convey or get across to us in the end?
Y.  Monty Python – What historical and literary allusions, devices, and techniques are used in the film and to what effect or purpose?  What comparisons can you find between the film and Oedipus?
Z.  Inferno 1 – Discuss the following themes from the novel giving the theme’s relevance to the story and an example that demonstrates the theme:
1.  Reason
2.  Pity

3.  Justice
4.  _______________________  (another)

AA.  Inferno 2 – What might Dante’s point have been or what lessons are being taught in the Inferno?  What do you think he was saying with his various punishments, sins, and levels?  Explain with examples.

BB.  Inferno 3 – Which Inferno punishments and experiences would have been the worst for you and why?  Which ones do you feel like you could have tolerated without too much misery?  If going by Dante’s judgment, would you be placed in a certain level of Hell?  Why or why not?

CC.  Cyrano de Bergerac – Consider the effect of Rostand’s use of romanticism, what was it’s purpose, did it take away from or add to the overall nature of the play?  How so?  If the play could have been different, how would you have had it?

DD.  Cyrano – Which love do you think is more real, Cyrano’s or Christian’s?  Explain why.  Why does Roxane have good reason to fall for both of them?  Which character’s personality or actions, when it comes to love, do you relate most to and explain why?
EE.  Introduction – Consider life from other parts of the world.  What aspects of life would you think are different depending on the culture or area.  Discuss several life experiences that you would imagine to be different from your own American life experience so far either from what you know or what you would imagine or have heard about those other places.  If you had your choice, would you live here or another part of the world?  Explain why.

FF.  AQWF – The novel provides a unique viewpoint on WWI – Jews were not the only ones persecuted and misguided by Hitler’s power- explain how so.
GG.  Discuss women we’ve read in texts – how important of a role did they play?  Explain with examples.

HH.  Night/AQWF – compare literary aspects motifs, themes, etc.

II.  Things Fall Apart – Discuss various internal and external conflicts that are taking place for the characters so far.
JJ.  Things Fall Apart- Discuss 5-7 differences in Ibo culture from the novel contrasted with our American culture today.  Provide a short one line quote for each example from the novel that you discuss.

KK.  From the 4 song lyrics, discuss:


1.  In what ways do the 4 lyrics relate or share similarities?


2.  Discuss a particular theme that relates to each individual song and explain why.


3.  Which set of lyrics are the most meaningful to you and why?


4.  What’s your favorite line and why?

LL.  Cry, the Beloved Country/Things Fall Apart – What different perspectives are shown in the novel and the movie?  Whose sides do we hear from and what their claims – how do the 2 sides’ claims compare?

MM.  Oedipus/Antigone/On the Waterfront-  Discuss which characters were represented from the two plays in the movie.  What are 2-3 common themes and messages in all 3?  How so?  Provide examples from each.  Which was your favorite and why?
NN.  Man of La Mancha – Discuss what Don Quixote desired out of life or what he was striving for – consider the source of his “madness”.  Do you think he was a realist or an idealist?  Explain why with examples from the text.

OO.  A Doll’s House – Choose a character whose actions throughout the play interested you or appealed to you.  Analyze the character’s traits, words, thoughts, and actions with at least 4 specific examples from the text.  Discuss how you agree or disagree with the character’s cause in the play.

PP. Explain the main reasons that Pip aspires for great expectations – what are at least 3 causes that bring about this behavior?  Analyze each cause and discuss whether it should have had such an effect on Pip in your opinion.

QQ. Explain the various other characters’ great expectations in the novel (at least 3 others besides Pip) and discuss the positive and negative effects that these have or the effects that come about because of them.
